= 


the New York Post Office as Second Class Matter. 


THE. 


LIBRARY 


WORLD 


Published Mid- -Monthly. 


Vol. XXI. No. 251. MAY, 
New Series 155. 1919. 
EIGHTPENCE Annual Subscription 
MONTHLY. 8s. 6d. post free. 
CONTENTS. 
Editorial 198 
Finance in Public Libraries 200 
Letters on our Affairs - 202 
Personal - 205 
Notes - 206 
Library News ‘ 207 
Library Publications ... 208 
Mutilation of Books -.- 209 
Library Association ... - 209 
North-Midland Library pane 210 
Correspondence 210 


GOS 


GRAFTON & CoO. 
8, Coptic St., Bloomsbury 
LONDON, wW.C. 1 


WN171919 


EDITORIAL. 


Progress, at least, has been discernible in public library matters 
since we wrote last in these pages; and although it is too early to 
expect any results, we can press forward with some assurance. On 
April 10th the President of the Board of Education received the 
deputation from London and Extra-London library authorities 
which was foreshadowed last month. The speaker was Mr. W. E. 
oer pg of Hampstead, who in his usual cool and incisive way 
made a clear—if somewhat too localized—case for libraries. The 
reply of the President was of the traditional variety, non-committal 
and pleasant; one of those replies which we believe all ministers 
are schooled to make before they are allowed to assume office. But 
of the interest of Mr. Fisher there can be no doubt, and the fact 
that he has received a deputation with some cordiality is signifi- 


cant. 
* x 


The next move lies with the Library Association, which, we 
understand, hopes to send a deputation to the President of the 
Local Government Board before May. The Association should be 
able to do so with some assurance, as it has now the support ot 
every municipality that really counts in the Kingdom—excluding 
the London municipalities, and those, from the somewhat restricted 
nature of their functions, hardly count to the same extent as do the 
cities and county boroughs. The attitude of London is explicable, 
of course; it is not a town, but a vast congeries of towns, none of 
which has any real civic centre or conscience, and the authorities 
there are more concerned with “ keeping down the rates’ than 
with the value of anything they may do. Some London and near- 
London authorities, Conover, have been so pressed from the library 
point of view that they have joined Birmingham, Cardiff, Hull, 
Manchester, and other great towns in the present movement. The 
Library Association may, and should, go to the Local Government 
Board in the spirit of optimism—public opinion is with it. 

* * * 


It may be that the President of the Local Government Board 
will delay any decision or definite opinion upon the matter on the 
— justifiable plea that the functions of his department may 
shortly be transferred to the new Ministry of Health. The Asso- 
ciation should be prepared for this, and should carry its campaign 
in the direction indicated with what vigour it has, and without 
delay. It is certain that when the Ministry of Health is formed 
the clamour of all sorts of claims will inundate the library question 
if it is not advanced quickly. 
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The Secretary of the National Association of Local Government 
Officers (Mr. L. Hill) addressed the Library Assistants’ Association 
on April 9th, when the latter body resolved to affiliate with Mr. 
Hill’s Association. In his address he affirmed that N.A.L.G.O. 
was an actual trades-union, although it was not registered as such. 
Thus, by the force of circumstances which we have foreseen for 
some time, the L.A.A. has become in a measure pledged to trades- 
union methods. The men who have returned from the armies have 
brought a new spirit with them which is not inclined to listen to the 
old arguments based upon the limitation of library incomes. We 
can sympathise with them ; they have learned in the armies that 
men with far less capacity, or at any rate from whom far less is 
demanded, receive far higher recompense; and their patience has 
not been increased thereby. It is not astonishing to learn that they 
demand to be placed upon the same footing as other municipal 
workers; why there should ever have been differentiation it is 
difficult to say. Nor is it wonderful that they agreed with Mr. 
Hill’s view that there should be a minimum salary (which he fixed 
roughly at £150 per annum) for all municipal workers, male and 
female, over twenty-one. But we must be practical, and point out 
that this minimum could not be achieved in any library on less than 
about a threepenny rate, and in the greater towns would involve 
much more. If the N.A.L.G.O. can suggest some way of over- 
riding the public antagonism that recent high increases in local 
rating have caused, or arrive at some new, more productive, method 
of local assessment, we should not find it in our hearts to be critical, 
however sympathetically, of the hopes thus raised. 


* * 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


We are sorry to notice in the report of the meeting that one 
member thought that chief librarians were not up against the 
penny rate in the matter of salaries as assistants were, and that 
another affirmed that librarians had hitherto exercised the privi- 
leges of employers of labour, and had fixed what assistants’ salaries 
should be—not merely because, as general statements, these things 
are absurdly untrue ; but because they indicate, in a few perhaps, 
the existence of a spirit which we hoped had disappeared. Our 
younger readers must remember that while library revenues are 
as restrictel as at present, it is a primary duty of the librarian to 
“‘run” the library system; and he cannot do that if so much is 
allocated to salaries that the work as a whole is crippled. What 
true is that assistants are up against the public, which demands 
more than it is willing to pay for ; and smal] salaries are rather an 
argument for an increased rate than one for larger salaries from 

resent means. We believe the opinion we challenge is held only 
y a few; but it will be unfortunate if these confuse the issue by 
reviving the old ‘‘ class-war” between chief and assistant. 


= 
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FINANCE IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


Wedded as we are to personal and corporate independence, those 
of us who know realise that the day of intense individualism is 
slowly but quite surely ending. 

The warmth of the rising and spreading beams of the Co-operative 
Sun makes us all increasingly disposed to discard our time-honoured 
individual cloak. 

Even we who sit in libraries, private and public. 

And those of us who realise the incalculable value of the public 
library as the best, often the only, poor man’s University, especially 
so. 

Because we see how often the poverty of the penny rate compels 
a practical self-denying ordinance on the part of the few reflective 
officials and authorities who realise the splendours of their oppor- 
tunities and the limits imposed upon their efforts to rise to them. 

The ‘‘ res augusta domi " which afflict the great majority of them 
is an argument to which it has become a high and holy duty to find 
an answer. 

Two are being discussed. Both fiercely resisted. And, there- 
fore, almost certainly doomed to failure. 

A measure, wholly unsatisfactory and disappointing, of success is 
possible. With unlimited time and patience. 

Which can ill be suffered. 

Because, the people will lose sovereigns for every farthing with- 
held, whether by misconceived prudence or foolish parsimony. 

Never were the teachings of RLS. in regard to prudence more 
applicable. 

“Yes, prudence is a goodly thing, 
And they are useful friends, 

Who never begin anything 
Until they see the ends! 

But, give to me that man of men—- 
That I may make him Kuve! 

Who dares to risk the consequence— 
And dares to do the thing!” 


The demand for power to levy higher rates on the one hand, for 
State aid by grants on the other, is met by a counter-proposal to 
transfer to the already overloaded Board of Education the new 
burden of taking on and managing the entire Public Library system 
of the Kingdom. 

Local patriotism is in arms against this threat to its dignity, use 
and honour. It hints in no uncertain tones at a withdrawal of its 
support, at withholding the gifts with which it has honoured itself 
in life and commemorated itself in death. 

And is, mirabile dictu, for once backed up by experts, and by 
that too oft alien voice in libraries which is usually the expression 
of the Philistine, and calls, or miscalls, itself ‘‘ Common Sense!” 
Well may the very full-handed as well as first-handed Minister 
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of Education hesitate about tndertaking the task of reconciling 
these irreconcilable parties. 

Which he well knows can only be done by a “ golden bridge!” 

Of the providing of which between his own peculiar interests of 
the several orders‘of teachers he has already had painfal and highly 
instructive experiente. 

And “‘ the burnt child fears the fire!” 

Wherefore it becomes us to seek a via media, if such there be. 

And if a “‘ golden bridge” can be found which needeth not a 
trespass on H.M.’s Treasury! Why, then, surely the persecuted 
Minister will rise up and call the Aladdin who comes to his rescue 
“* blessed 

And it can be done! 

The Co-operative principle which has redeemed the world’s 
errors in so many fields can redeem them in the realm of Books. 

Finance hath ever been the bibliolator’s weak spot. His treasures 
do not express themselves adequately in those ‘‘ Books which are 
not books,” anathematised by Charles Lamb, and worshipped by 
the pundits of Threadneedle Street. They are not “‘ certified ” by 
those trim gentlemen who figure as ‘‘ Chartered” correctors of 
Cocker!” 

Albeit, that they are not unused to being the fons ef vrigo of 
International exchanges at which the gods of the ‘ Chartered” 
Temples of the world grow pale. 

As a new field for financial enterprise the Library may not “‘ leap 
to the eye’ of the man in the street. Or even of his fellow in the 
Counting House. 

But—the golden streams that roll through the ‘‘ books that are 
not books ” derive directly and indirectly from the books that have 
inspired the adventurers, the fortune builders who have graduated 
in Free Libraries, and gathered their Aladdin's lamps from the 
pages of borrowed and laboriously studied Public Reading Room 
literature. 

Wherefore, it is the interest as well as the duty and pleasure of 
all who seek the best and quickest means of speeding up production, 
of awaking enthusiasm, of kindling energy and skill, to provide 
that literature which is the Bethlehem Manger of the souls of the 
dreamers who give birth to the ideas out of which big businesses 
and big fortunes grow. 

“‘ Every great business,” says Mr. Gordon Selfridge in his book 
on the growth of modern business, ‘‘ originated in the brain of a 
dreamer.” 

And the Public Libraries of the past have been the Gardens ot 
the Hesperides from which the golden apples of commerce have 
been plucked. 

And the fruit must be multiplied many times in the new Co- 
operative Gardens for which it is our business to provide keys. 

Which keys must be golden! And profitable to the makers 
thereof, to their keepers, and to those who use them. 


THE LIBRARY 
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A plan has been evolved which enables all who so desire to aid 
in the provision of SELF-SUPPORTING PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
EVERYWHERE. 

Without burdening rates with any INCREASED CHARGE. 

A library rate yielding £20,000 in 1914 would to-day need raising 
to £35,000 to satisfy even a 1914 standard of efficiency. Without 
increasing rates this INCREASED SUM CAN BE PROVIDED 
on a basis providing also for specific aid to local PROSPERITY. 
And insuring the extinction of the rate, while rendering a renewal 
of the burden for ever IMPOSSIBLE. After THIRT¥ YEARS 
NO FURTHER rate would ever be needed. 

Particulars on application to 12a, Avenue Chambers, London, 
W.C. 1, by letter only, addressed to 


W. J. DOUGLAS-HAMILTON. 


THe Liprary Wokrtp. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


My Dear 
UNIonizep !" 


It has come at last! My wireless telephone has been momen- 
= out of order, and I receive the news by way of aerogram 
which my janitor has just handed me. The Junior Library Union, 
having learned that I caused a junior assistant, with two years’ 
service, to paste thirty book plates per hour in lending librar 
books, whereas the official limit is twenty-five, demand that I shall 
submit the matter to the General Municipal Workers’ Conciliation 
Council, in order that I may be duly disciplined. Failing a reply 
by 4 o'clock, my men, and all the men in the municipal service, 
are to be called out. With hair in perpendicular position, I left 
my office and interviewed the Town Clerk. He, poor man, had 
risen wearily from his desk, and was locking it with a gesture of 
hopelessness. 

“Tt is no good,” said he; ‘‘ we must face the square issue. All 
the town will be switched into chaos before night if you cannot 
clear yourself.” 

** But the charge is ridiculous,” I replied. 

“Did you allow this?” 

“* Well—allow! I expect one of the Senior Assistants may have 
done so; but, really, I don't overlook every ' sien of my 
juniors.” 

“But you have a chart of hours, limits, etc., in each depart- 
ment?” 

ce Yes.” 

“‘ None of your staff works in excess of the authorized five hours 
daily?” 

No, indeed; I try to be liberal; our average is rather 4} 
hours.” 
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“Hum! All the other rules are duly kept?” 

“‘ So far as I can see. The staff works five hours daily on five 
days a week ; has six weeks’ holiday per person, with double pay, 
each year; and our minimum salary is £300.” 

“ Of course the minimum is not very high as things are now, but. 
that is beside the point. What are the various ‘ limits!’ ”’ 

““Twenty books may be charged hourly; twenty-five stamped 
per diem ; twenty-five book plates pasted in per hour ; twelve books 
without annotation may be catalogued per four hours, with annota- 
tion eight hours; and fifteen classification decisions are permitted 

r three hours; and s 

“Well, that will do. The scheme is reasonable enough. For 
God's sake, make what terms you can with the Council. I mean, 
accept the inquisition. Otherwise--—” 


Tue M.W.C.C, 


I submit, also by aerogram. At five the Council met. Twenty 
grave square jawed men, all in the twenties, and little likely to 
reverence my grey hairs. I pass over the preliminaries; evidently 
I am in evil odour; I have survived the period of the Great War, 
when men still adhered, if somewhat uncertainly, to the idea of 
authority other than their own. I am cross-examined: ‘‘ Your age, 
sir, exceeds sixty, I believe?” asks the chairman. I admit it- 
Murmurs of “ disgraceful,” etc., run through the group. ‘‘ And 
why,” he continues, ‘‘ have you not retired! Surely the retiring 
age with you, as elsewhere, is forty? We live in 1930, my friend, 
not in the nineteenth century.” I 1:eply that a special dispensation 
had been made in my case. ‘‘ Whi.e such elderly men remain,” 
suggests one of the Council, ‘‘ the necessary reforms upon which 
our minds are set are impossible. A hardening process in the 
human mind sets in soon after a man reaches thirty-five. Our four- 
hour day, with its minimum wage of thirty shillings a day for men 
and women of eighteen and over, will seem visionary to him, or to 
such as he.” It is am unkind cut. ‘‘ In my youth, sirs,” I argue, 
“I worked nine hours” (a shudder passes through the assembly) 
“‘a day, and earned thirty shillings a week.” The Chairman inter- 
venes: ‘‘ You condemn yourself by asserting the horrible circum- 
stances which stultified and poisoned your past. It is obvious tat 
they have rendered you incapable of realising the needs of the 
present day. Gentlemen,” he continues, ‘‘I do not think the 
Council need waste time in investigating the charge against this 
man farther. He is condemned by his experience. I recommend 
that he be called upon to resign his position, and——-” “ But,” I 
ery, ‘am I to be driven out because an idiotic junior——” ‘‘ This 
disrespect only confirms us,” retorts the Chairman. ‘‘‘ Idiotic,’ 
indeed, he may seem; but you are clearly incapable of imposing 
those checks upon too ardent workers which we have fixed in the 
common interest. Go!" I pick up my hat desperately. ‘I 
won't,” I shout. “Out with him! Out with him!” shout the 
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Councilors ; and, rising in a body, they advance upon me, and—I 
wake up in my office chair; and to 1919, too. 

And all this because I have read an article in Tue Liprary 
Wokrtp urging the unionization of library workers! 


At Last. 


The Library Association has advertised for a secretary at £350 
4 year, as you saw from last week's Spectator. Now, let us pray 
fervently that we get the right man, because, if we don't, all those 
who have supported the view of letting things slide will sing aloud 
that we were wrong in advocating a paid secretary. Let us hope 
the man will have comparative youth, energy, business ability, and 
initiative and organizing power. We stand at the tide which taken 
at the flood leads on to fortune, and we want the man that can take 
it. But—can we get him for £350? 


Pay ror “‘ Free” Lipraries. 


The Daily Graphic has spoken (19th April), and we listen awed 
at the contemplation of the mind of the journalist—-so strong, so 
impregnable to new ideas, so valiantly unconscious of error, so, 
etc. ; for, what says he? After remarking that the penny rate had 
been declared to be insufficient, and that there was a suggestion to 
raise it, he goes thus: ‘“‘ We venture to suggest that a sounder policy 
would be to make a small charge for the use of the libraries. In the 
middle of the 19th century, when the Free Libraries Acts were 
passed, the bulk of the population was immensely poorer than 
to-day, and there was a plausible case for supplying gratuitously 
opportunities for reading. It was argued that only so could good 
literature be brought within the reach of the masses. Experience 
has shown that in practice the main use made of free libraries is 
for newspaper reading and the supply of popular fiction. These 
services may be thoroughly legitimate, but there is no obvious 
reason why they should be rendered gratuitously. A working man 
earning several pounds a week can certainly afford to pay a small 
sum for the comfort and convenience of sitting in a well-warmed © 
and well-lighted room to read his favourite newspaper, or for 
borrowing from the public library the latest popular novel. Instead 
of increasing the existing charge upon the ratepayers, local 
authorities would do better to aim at making public libraries self- 
supporting.” 

We shall ourselves begin some day to believe this fiction about 
Fiction, so often does it recur. It confuses the whole issue, as « 
fundamental error always does confuse reasoning. The absurd 
suggestion that access to a systematic collection of books—and that 
is a library——should be paid for is grotesque in the days of the 
Fisher Education Act. 

But why does the Library Association not answer these well- 
meaning but utterly ignorant critics! For example, a description 
of the average newsroom as a place where a man sits to read his 
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favourite newspaper, or of a lending library as one from which to 
borrow the /atest popular novel, is so remarkable that it shows the 
writer to have reached the first quality of a journalist—which is, 
to write convincingly of what he knows nothing about. But the 
L.A. ought not to let such cleverness go unchallenged. 
ERATOSTHENES. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of *’ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 


PERSONAL. 


Mr. GeorGE SLINGER, a senior assistant, Bolton Public Libraries, 
has been appointed librarian of Farnsworth. 

Mr. ArcuipaLp E. Cummins, a senior assistant, Kingston-upon- 
Thames Public Library, has been appointed assistant librarian in 
the Library of the Chemical Society. 

We have received The Record, the little official circular of the 
Lancashire Authors’ Association, for February, 1919, and note in 
it three well-turned sonnets from the pen of Mir. William Pollitt, 
of the Leeds Public Libraries. Librarians, it seems, rather run to 
sonnets, and Mr. Pollitt’s are distinctly good examples. A brief 
biography of their author also appears in the issue, wherein it is 
recorded that Mr. Pollitt has gained the diploma of the Library 
Association, and that his qualifying thesis is ‘‘ A Bibliograhphy 
of the literature illustrating the social life of Coventry from the 
earliest times,’ comprising 1,500 entries. 

We regret to record tlie death, which occurred suddenly from 
heart failure, of Mr. Jonatnan ALBERT MerrisHaw, borough 
librarian of Newark-on-Trent. Metrishaw, who was only 23 
years of age, was born in Darwen, Lancashire, in the public library 
of which town he received his training, and he succeeded Miss M. 
Gilbert at Newark in May, 1918. He was a young man of much 
energy, taking active part in the L.A.A., and doing well in the 
L.A. examinations; and, as a member of the Primitive Methodist 
Church, he was a successful local preacher and a Sunday school 
superintendent. 

Tue RetireMENT oF Bopiey’s Liprartan.—Mr. Falconer Madan, 
M.A., F.S.A., the Librarian of the Bodleian, reached his retiring 
age during the war, and his tenure of office was prolonged as a 
special emergency enactment. He now retires from his high posi- 
tion, with a distinguished record both as bibliographer and 
librarian-scholar. He became an assistant at Bodley 39 years ago, 
and for thirty years held the position of Senior Sub-Librarian and 
seven years ago he succeeded E. B. Nicholson as librarian. 
He has been singularly sucessful, and we believe happy as 
“‘ Chief’; and librarians admire the great underground extensions 
and other works completed during his librarianship. His biblio- 
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graphical work on Oxford books and printing, his Books in Manu- 
script, and his paleographical lectures at the university have made 
his reputation secure; and his fine classical scholarship is widely 
recognized. Our readers found him an admirable President of the 
Library Association, a charming, eloquent speaker, and an enthu- 
siast of the highest order. He will be greatly missed by librarians, 
who hope that his future may hold many happy years of work in 
the fields in which he is so distinguished. 


The senior sub-librarian, Dr. A. E. Cowrey, Fellow of Magdalen 
College, has been appointed ad interim librarian of the Bodleian 
Library, at Oxford. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


NOTES. 


The President of the Library Association—Mr. J. Y. W. 
MacAlister—has approached the Minister of Education with refer- 
ence to Government grants enabling demobilised men to continue 
their education, with the happy result that in the near Government 
Tables of Professions, etc., librarianship will be included, but in 
the meantime applicants need not wait for the Tables, and men and 
women desiring to avail themselves of the privilege should apply 
at once to the Ministry of Labour for grants to assist them in their 
training. This is a highly important matter, and assistants should 
take every opportunity for spreading the information amongst those 
who are likely to benefit from the arrangement. 


It interests librarians to learn that The Atheneum, which of 
late has been a monthly journal devoted to Reconstruction, 
returned on 4th April to its original form of a weekly devoted to 
literature, science, art and music. The annotated, classified 
(Dewey) list of new books, is being continued, but, of course, 
weekly hereafter, under the editorship of Dr. E. A. Baker, and 
will be much more valuable because of its more frequent appear- 
ance, 


We understand that the Library Association is revising its 
examination speakers in such manner as will provide (1) an ele- 
mentary course, (2) an ordinary course for which the goal is the 
Diploma, and (3) an honours course which may prove to be of a 
university degree standard. We await the results of revision with 
much interest. 


How little the purveyors of news seem to know of public libraries 
may be gathered from the following “ late news item” which we 
copy from a London evening paper: ‘‘ West London authorities 
complain that the proposed penny rate for free library re-stocking 
is insufficient.” The journalist is to be congratulated on his dis- 
covery of a ‘‘ proposed penny rate for re-stocking ”; librarians and 
literary authorities have not heard of it yet. 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes 
and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.] 


A correspondent sends us an excerpt from a librarian-soldier's. 
letter which will interest our readers :-—‘‘ I have twice visited the 
Bibliotheque Municipale here at Camprai, and discussed libraries 
and library systems with the Librarian and his two lady assistants. 
The work before them to straighten the place out is rather appal- 
ling, partly owing to the theft of their best books by the Germans, 
which they are waiting to be returned; partly because they have 
dumped on them the book-clearings of a number of houses, some of 
which may be claimed later. Business houses deposited their 
ledgers, letter copy books and important documents for safe 
keeping, and these are being sorted out for return to their owners. 
With a little more detail and picturesque writing an interesting 
article might be written on the uses of a public library in a war- 
devastated town! The Librarian told me that his and other town 
libraries were all administered from Paris as regards book pur- 
chases, system of cataloguing, issuing, etc., and he had little oppor- 
tunity for bringing out his own ideas.” 


The public library of Dauron-1n-FurNeEss, we learn from a local 
newspaper, is being “‘ run” temporarily by Mr. Clark Strickland, 
a Council employee, who is further described as ‘‘ the Dalton handy 
man, inasmuch as he had previously distinguished himself in 
‘ assisting to distribute the milk supply.” 

During last year the Gur~pua.t Library was visited by 123,184 
readers, or 434 daily, as compared with 1,800 before the war. 


From an article entitled somewhat inappropriately ‘‘ The Future 
of Public Libraries,” which appeared in The Times Educational 
Supplement we gather some interesting facts about the Hatrax 
school library scheme, which is financed by the Education Com- 
mittee administered by the Borough Librarian, and has a stock of 
10,000 volumes. The libraries staff supplies the labours for the 
preparation of the books; the libraries are not interchangeable, 
the teachers having voted for permanent collections; and book 
selection is a co-operative work—-that is to say ‘‘ the selection of 
books by each head teacher is made from a special Selection List 
compiled by the School Libraries Committee, and every book before. 
being placed on this list is reviewed by one or more members of this 
Committee. For evéry volume accepted a typed copy of the review 
is prepared and pasted into the specimen copy of the book which 
is shelved in a special room at the public library open to all 
teachers.” The annual circulation is 100,000. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
Bulletins. 


Amsterdam. Mededeelingen van de Openbare Leesezaal en Biblio- 


theek. v.i., Nov. 1-3. Jan.-Mar., 1919. 


This new and welcome bulletin of the Amsterdam public library 
resembles very closely the bulletins of Croydon, Norwich and Pitts- 
burgh. Notes on new books are followed by a classified ana 
elaborately annotated list of additions. Bibliographical particulars, 
including publishers and prices, are given with each entry. 
Liverpool (Lyceum) Library. Liverpool Library Bulletin. 

This little work is the latest addition to library bulletins. It 
consists of useful introductory book reviews written by Father 
Walshe, Messrs. Field, Blease and MacKenna; and a classified 
(Dewey) list of addition, with brief, but satisfactory, annotations, 
covering November, 1918-February, 1919. The book plate of the 
library is reproduced on the front, and a photograph of the Lyceum 
—seens the most familiar building in Bold Street—on the back 
cover. 

The library is supported by ‘‘ Proprietors,” whose shares, which 


are limited to 893, cost 25s. yearly. All members of a Proprietor’s ° 


family may borrow, or individual Proprietors may borrow six 
works. The library has about 50,000 volumes, and provides, in 
addition, a large selection of periodicals. It is gratifying to learn 
that there has been a considerable accession of new members during 
the war; and this bulletin, which we commend cordially, shows 
that under the new Librarian, Miss M. Gilbert, the venerable 
institution will continue and increase its good work for the great 
city of the Mersey. We are interested to notice that the Rev. 
A. Ernest Parry, who has been acting-chief librarian at Wallasey 
during the last three years or so, is vice-president of the. Lyceum 


Library. 
GENERAL. 


Cuttack, F. M. The Australians: Their Final Campaign, 1918. 
Cr. 8vo., pp. 336. Maps and Plans. Sampson Low, Marston 
and Co., Ltd. 1919. 10s. 6d. net. 


This account of the concluding operations of the Five Australian Divi- 
sions in France is written by the official war correspondent who accom- 
panied them chiefly from current ‘notes made in the field. Frankly he 
states his object to be merely “‘ to prepare the details and shape the 
popular mind for appreciation of the tales to come.’”’ But such stuff as 
this book is made of, ‘‘hot from the battlefield " as it were, has a 
value that some of the more strictly historical accounts may never attain 
to and from this point of view it is of absorbing interest. In it we see 
the massed artillery, an accumulation of guns great and small, of the 
latest type of tanks, of co-operating aeroplanes, and all the 
as ogo of machinery by which brave men won through to victory. 

e chief battles descri are those of Dernancourt, Villers Bretonneux, 
Morlancourt Ridge, Hamel, and Mont St. Quentin, concluding with the 
forcing of the Hindenburg Line. Relatively speaking, no doubt, the 
battle area is but a small part of the great fighting arena, but the story 
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of it will appeal immensely to Australians at home and abroad, and all 
who appreciate their true fighting spirit, their confidence and enthusiasm 
in battle. 
FICTION. 
Warpen, Frorence. The Good Ship Dove. Cr. 8vo., pp. 313. 
Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd., 1919. 6s. net. 

Luke Redcar has had dealings with the enemy and his son has to bear 
the burden of his fault, as well as an accusation of murder. Frankly we 
were not much interested in the plot. 


Wattace, Epcar. The Adventures of Heine. Cr, 8vo., pp. 319. 
Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd., 1919. 6s. net. 

This is a new departure on the part of this versatile author, and 
though temporarily we regret Sanders of the River, we cannot but admit 
that Mr. Wallace has achieved a clever caricature of the spy episode, 
indeed he presents us here with a number of incidents in which Heine, the 
spy. invariably comes off second best and is made to look ridiwulous. The- 
gibes at the English secret service and the heights to which Heine extols 
the Fatherland make amusing reading, but it is difficult to enter into the 
spirit of the book seriously for a moment. 


Wuirte, Frep M. The Argus Eye. Cr. 8vo., pp. 304. Ward, Lock 
and Co., Ltd., 1919. 6s. net. 
The complications of this secret service story are so great that it takes 
a clever reader to disentangle the plot but that does not interfere with 
the interest in an absconding princess, her jewels, her friend the Baron, 
and the two young ladies who are one conthave doubles. At least three 
couples win through to happiness. 


THE LipRARY WORLD. 


MUTILATION OF BOOKS. 
Police Court Proceedings at Blackburn. 

At the Blackburn Police Court on Thursday, 10th April, 1919,. 
Percy Phillips Harwood was charged with doing damage to certain 
books in the Reference Library. The prisoner, in filling in the 
form of application for the books, had given an incomplete name 
and a wrong address, and was seen later to tear out several pages 
from the books lent to him. The magistrates took a serious view 
of the case, and the prisoner was fined £5, ordered to pay 12s. 
damage, and to meet all costs. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The next ProressionaL Examination will be held June 16-21, 
1919, at the Assocration’s Rooms, Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
S.W.1, and at other centres in the Provinces and Abroad. June 
16, Classification; June 17, Cataloguing; June 18, Library 
Organisation; June 19, Library Routine; June 20, Literary 
History ; June 21, Bibliography. Fee, 5s. each section. 

A Previminary Test will also be held on Wednesday, 18 June. 
Fee, 2s. 6d. Last day of entry, 17 May. ; 

Apply Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit., Hon. Sec. Education 
Committee, Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 
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NORTH-MIDLAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


The ninety-ninth meeting of the North-Midland Library Asso 
ciation was held at Leicester on Thursday, April 10th, 1919. 


Mr. Chas. Squire (Chairman Leicester Public Libraries Com- 
mittee) extended a hearty welcome to the delegates. 


The President gave his presidential address, and dealt with 
points of importance affecting the present financial position, and 
outlined the serious condition of small libraries. 


The Hon. Secretary (Mr. Reginald W. Brown) presented a sum- 
mary of returns received relating to the financial position of 
libraries. The figures showed a great decrease in the amount spent 
on books and an increased amount for periodicals. Ten Library 
authorities in the area had dealt satisfactorily with the rate ques- 
tion, two authorities had negatived the L.A.’s proposals, and in 
two cases the question had not been discussed. In working out the 
cost of issuing books it was found that the number of books issued 
for £1 varied from 66 to 175. Councillor C. Squire took part in 
the discussion, and outlined the position in Leicester, where they 
were empowered to levy a 2d. rate, but had in the past levied only 
14d. They now took advantage of their power, and levied the full 
amount. He was very optimistic about the future work and 
financial position of libraries. Mr. E. E. Lowe (Leicester) took 

rt in the discussion, and was followed by Miss Pierce, who stated 
that 213 libraries had dealt with the rate question, of which 150 
were in favour of the L.A.’s proposals, 24 were in favour of increas- 
ing it to a fixed amount, and 10 had deferred the question. Mr. 
W. A. Briscoe also took part in the discussion. 

The delegates proceeded to the Museum, where they were enter- 
tained to tea by the Chairman and Members of the Borough of 
Leicester Public Libraries Committee. 

After tea Mr. E. E. Lowe, B.Sc., F.L.S., Director, Leicester, 
gave an interesting paper, illustrated by lantern slides, on the 
Literature of Natural Science.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Public Library, Museum & Art Gallery, Worthing. 

April 25th, 1919. 

Sir,—It has been brought to my knowledge that considerable 

dissatisfaction is felt by some Students who have recently joined 

the Correspondence Class for the second Course of Cataloguing 

Lessons—owing to the short time they are allowed in which to 
prepare for the Examination. 

Their complaint is a perfectly just one, barely eight weeks is 

certainly not sufficient time for Students, who have had little or no 
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practical experience, to work through ten papers, a test examina- 
tion, and to prepare an original essay for which a certain amount 
of research is necessary. 


I should like it to be clearly understood that I was willing to 
commence this class at any date after February 18th, which was 
the date on which the Education Committee asked me to repeat 
the Course. I then suggested, as the Course was a fairly stiff one, 
that the class should be formed and started as quickly as possible. 
When the announcement of it was made, no definite date of entry 
was stated, and consequently Students were in no hurry to join. 
No names were forwarded to me from Caxton Hall until the end of 
March, since when they have drifted along at odd times until the 
22nd inst., when I definitely refused to receive any more. 

I may perhaps be allowed to point out that neither Students nor 
Teacher are to blame—the muddle is entirely due to the mis- 
management and lethargy of the Education Committee of the 
Library Association. 


THE WORLD. 


I am, sir, etc., 
ErHet GERARD. 
The Editor, ‘‘ The Library World.” ‘ 


1, Wimpole Street, W.1., 
May, 1919. 
Dear Sir,—-I am sure your readers will be glad to know that as 
a result of the application made to them, I have just received from 
the Carnegie Trustees an announcement that they have made a 
grant to the L.A. of £7,500 to enable them to carry out a scheme 
of establishing at University College a Library School. The scheme 
has already been approved by the Senate of the University of 
London, and the Provost of University College, Sir Gregory Foster, 
writes me to-day that they will take immediate steps for an early 
start. 
I am, sir, ete., 
J. Y. W. MacAnister. 
The Editor, ‘‘ The Library World.” 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Applications invited for the appointment of Sxcrerary, to conduct 
the organising and general work of the Association under the direction 
of the Honorary Secretary and to give editorial assistance. 

The engagement, in the tirst place, will be for a period of two years. 
Salary £350 per annum. Written applications only, briefly stating 

ualifications, with a copy of not more than three testimonials, by Friday, 
ay 23rd, 1919, to be endorsed “ Secretary " and addressed to the Hon. 
Secretary, The Library Association, Caxton Hall, S.W. 1. 


Printed by Printixc-Crart, Ltp., London and Mansfield, and Published for the 
Proprietors by Gaarton & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C 
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Guides 


which give everlasting wear. 


LB LIBRARY STANDARD INDEX CARDS are the 
best and cheapest, for they do not have to be replaced through 
wear and so save the double cost of replace cards and the 
labour of rewriting. 


They are made from carefully selected white rag, and both 
light and heavy weights are solid stock—not pasted. 


They do not crack, split, nor dogear, and being extra resilient, 
do not curl. The cards are rotary cut to ensure accuracy of 


size and absence of burred edges. 


LB STANDARD CELLULOID REINFORCED 
GUIDES are made of Heavy-Weight Bristol Boards. The 
celluloid reinforcement over the tab makes the Guide 
practically indestructible. The tab is always clean and the 
heading legible. 


Legible Guide Cards ensure quick reference to a Card Index. 
ASK FOR CAT L208 AND SAMPLES. 


IB 
Cards and 
Library Bureau Ltd., 
London, E.C. ......4 Cheapside. 
Manchester .........59 Cross St. 
Birmingham .........Central House, 75 New St. 
Cardiff ...............5 St. John Square 
Paris .................13 rue du Quatre Septembre. 


